JOB TITLE:            Restoration Ecologist
JOB STATUS:          Full Time

LOCATION:             Nevada City, CA
KEY ACCOUNTABILITIES:  Oversees restoration projects, insures projects achieve outcomes within appropriate budget and resources.  
JOB DESCRIPTION/GENERAL JOB SUMMARY:
Sierra Streams Institute is a watershed monitoring, research, restoration and educational group based in Nevada City, California in the Sierra Nevada foothills.  Our mission is to promote community stewardship and scientific knowledge of watersheds through monitoring, research, restoration and education.  Sierra Streams has grown to become a vitally important voice in the regional scientific community.  We have accumulated 15 years of water quality, biological and chemical data from local streams and rivers and have used that data to promote changes in policy and practices in our local and regional area.  We work with local, state and federal agencies as well as tribes, universities and community groups to find solutions to the problems that afflict watersheds throughout the region that share the challenges resulting from a century of gold mining, development and agriculture.  Sierra Streams has developed a reputation over the course of its 22 year history for the rigor of its science, its ability to foster community stewardship of creeks, and its many collaborative efforts with a wide range of groups, schools and agencies.  
The Restoration Ecologist at Sierra Streams Institute is involved with several aspects of the organization. Planning and managing watershed restoration projects and coordinating volunteer efforts for these projects is the main function of the position. Ecological restoration projects may include invasive species removal, shoreline stabilization, revegetating abandoned mine lands, improving forest health, and planting native vegetation. Additional projects include development of revegetation plant palettes, collaboration with the local indigenous tribe to select culturally significant plants for restoration, implementation of ecological monitoring programs at restoration sites, recruitment and organization of volunteer restoration workdays, and developing restoration plans. 
RESPONSIBILITIES:
· Management of restoration-related projects including, but not limited to:
a. Create, schedule, and implement watershed restoration projects with focus on riparian, forest, meadow and in-stream habitats.
b. Collaborate with local government agencies and organizations to share information and implement projects
c. Coordinate with staff and stakeholders to achieve restoration project goals
d. Organize and track project expenditures, budgets, and activities
e. Write restoration and land management plans
f. Develop plant palettes appropriate to project habitat, order plants, and acquire necessary restoration project materials

g. Recruit, organize, and train volunteers; lead restoration workday events
h. Document restoration project milestones and complete grant reporting requirements
· Coordinate ecological monitoring for restoration projects

a. Develop and implement monitoring plans

b. Coordinate with SSI biologists to conduct surveys of birds, mammals, and vegetation  

c. Recruit, train, and organize volunteer citizen scientists for monitoring of ecological conditions at restoration project sites
d. Compile monitoring and assessment reports

· Facilitate college and high school internships

a. Recruit interns, schedule hours, and develop workplans
b. Complete paper work for appropriate school requirements

c. Work with interns to highlight activities that correlate with their area of study

· Collaborate with local schools to facilitate restoration days and learning opportunities

a. Coordinate with SSI’s educators and teachers to set up agenda for restoration workdays
b. Educate students on botany principles and techniques of restoration 

c. Showcase the ecosystem-wide benefits of restoration activities 
· Other Office duties included, but not limited to the following:
a. Ordering office supplies as needed

b. Cleaning rotation responsibilities

c. Assisting other staff and volunteers on projects as needed

QUALIFICATIONS: 
· Bachelor’s Degree required in biology, botany, environmental science or related field.
· 1-3 years of experience working as a restoration ecologist or botanist preferred.
· Conscientious, positive, self-motivated yet team player and excellent organizational skills. 
· Able to complete projects on time and a drive to do what it takes to get the job done well. 
· Ability to work cooperatively with staff, volunteers and partners.  
· Computer skills required, including proficiency with Word, Excel and basic graphic design programs (e.g. Publisher, Photoshop, InDesign, etc.). 
· Data analysis skills including use of statistical programs and GIS.

· Excellent verbal and written communication skills. 
· Able to do occasional evening and weekend work.

COMPENSATION: Commensurate with experience. Health benefits.
APPLICATION INFORMATION:

Position is open until filled.

Please submit cover letter and resume electronically to Joanne Hild, Executive Director.

joanne@sierrastreams.org

